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Bureau of Land Management, Interior § 3132.5–2 

Land Management, unless otherwise di-
rected. 

(b) All other payments required by a 
lease or the regulations in this part 
shall be payable to the Department of 
the Interior, Minerals Management 
Service. 

[46 FR 55497, Nov. 9, 1981, as amended at 53 
FR 17358, May 16, 1988; 70 FR 58875, Oct. 7, 
2005] 

§ 3132.4 Qualifications. 
Submission of a lease bid constitutes 

certification of compliance with the 
regulations of this part. Anyone seek-
ing to acquire, or anyone holding, a 
Federal oil and gas lease or interest 
therein may be required to submit ad-
ditional information to show compli-
ance with the regulations of this part. 

[47 FR 8546, Feb. 26, 1982] 

§ 3132.5 Award of leases. 
(a) Sealed bids received in response 

to the notice of lease sale shall be 
opened at the place, date and hour 
specified in the notice of sale. The 
opening of bids is for the sole purpose 
of publicly announcing and recording 
the bids received. No bids shall be ac-
cepted or rejected at that time. 

(b) The United States reserves the 
right to reject any and all bids received 
for any tract, regardless of the amount 
offered. 

(c) In the event the highest bids are 
tie bids, the tying bidders shall be al-
lowed to submit within 15 days of the 
public announcement of a tie bid addi-
tional sealed bids to break the tie. The 
additional bids shall include any addi-
tional amount necessary to bring the 
amount tendered with his/her bid to 
one-fifth of the additional bid. Addi-
tional bids to break tie bids shall be 
processed in accordance with para-
graph (a) of this section. 

(d) If the authorized officer fails to 
accept the highest bid for a lease with-
in 90 days or a lesser period of time as 
specified in the notice of sale, the high-
est bid for that lease shall be consid-
ered rejected. This 90-day period or 
lesser period as specified in the notice 
of sale shall not include any period of 
time during which acceptance, rejec-
tion or other processing of bids and 
lease issuance by the Department of 

the Interior are enjoined or prohibited 
by court order. 

(e) Written notice of the final deci-
sion on the bids shall be transmitted to 
those bidders whose deposits have been 
held in accordance with instructions 
set forth in the notice of sale. If a bid 
is accepted, 2 copies of the lease shall 
be transmitted with the notice of ac-
ceptance to the successful bidder. The 
bidder shall, not later than the 15th 
day after receipt of the lease, sign both 
copies of the lease and return them, to-
gether with the first year’s rental and 
the balance of the bonus bid, unless de-
ferred, and shall file a bond, if required 
to do so. Deposits shall be refunded on 
rejected bids. 

(f) If the successful bidder fails to 
execute the lease within the prescribed 
time or otherwise to comply with the 
applicable regulations, the deposit 
shall be forfeited and disposed of as 
other receipts under the Act. 

(g) If the awarded lease is executed 
by an attorney-in-fact acting on behalf 
of the bidder, the lease shall be accom-
panied by evidence that the bidder au-
thorized the attorney-in-fact to exe-
cute the lease on his/her behalf. Ref-
erence may be made to the serial num-
ber of the record and the office of the 
Bureau of Land Management in which 
such evidence has already been filed. 

(h) When the executed lease is re-
turned to the authorized officer, he/she 
shall within 15 days of receipt of the 
material required by paragraph (e) of 
this section, execute the lease on be-
half of the United States. A copy of the 
fully executed lease shall be trans-
mitted to the lessee. 

§ 3132.5–1 Forms. 

Leases shall be issued on forms ap-
proved by the Director. 

§ 3132.5–2 Dating of leases. 

All leases issued under the regula-
tions in this part shall become effec-
tive as of the first day of the month 
following the date they are signed on 
behalf of the United States. When prior 
written request is made, a lease may 
become effective as of the first day of 
the month within which it is signed on 
behalf of the United States. 
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